<<Org/Individual Return Address>>
The Honorable <<Senator/ Assembly Member Name>>
Chair/ Member, <<Committee Name>>
California State Senate/ Assembly, State Capitol, 
Legislative Office Building, Room <<#>>
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: AB 1612 (Pavley) / SB 942 (Chesbro) – Toxic Trash, Cigarette Butt Litter Fee - SUPPORT
Dear Senator/ Assembly Member:

The Sustainable Earth Initiative urges you to vote “yes” on SB 942 (Chesbro), a bill that will reduce the toxic pollution to California’s waterways caused by cigarette butts, without burdening local governments with costly clean-up efforts.
CIGARETTE LITTER IS TOXIC TRASH!

Cigarette butts are toxic:  Cigarette filters are made of plastics designed to accumulate toxic chemicals.  Among the hundreds of possible chemicals found in cigarette butts is nicotine, one of the deadliest of all plant products and a toxin that affects the nervous system.  Butts are slow to degrade, and harbor both biological aerobic and anaerobic bacteria.  Specifically, butts have been shown to be harmful to aquatic life:  one butt in two gallons of water will cause an 80% mortality rate in aquatic indicator species.
Toxins from cigarette butts threaten water quality:  Cigarette butts litter roads, parks, sidewalks and parking lots where they are transported through storm drains into streams, rivers lakes and harbors.  The toxic chemicals leach into the water, compromising water quality and destroying aquatic life.  
Cigarette butts directly threaten human health and the environment:  At parks, beaches and other outdoor areas, toxic butts are ingested by children and animals.  In addition, the inappropriate disposal of cigarette butts in California causes costly wild-fires every year.

CIGARETTE BUTT LITTER IS RAMPANT

Despite the threats to our personal and environmental health, cigarette butts are considered to be “acceptable” litter.  People who wouldn’t dream of throwing fast food trash on the street don’t think twice about flicking a butt on the sidewalk.  
In fact, cigarette butt litter is the most common form of litter.  At beach cleanups around the world, butts constitute about 40% of collected trash.  Smokers discard billions of cigarette butts yearly in the U.S. (~450 Billion butts equaling 175 million pounds).  Moreover, such toxic trash has increased in California since the state adopted an indoor smoking ban in 1998.

CIGARETTE BUTTS CLEAN-UP IS COSTLY FOR BUSINESSES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

Private and public entities spend millions of dollars cleaning up toxic cigarette butt trash:  Local governments pay for parks clean-up, school grounds clean-up, and sidewalk and street cleaning efforts.  Local governments must deal with the effects of cigarette butts on storm drains and sewer systems.  Cal-Trans must clean up state roadways.  And, public and private universities are burdened with heavy clean-up costs. 
Private entities such as hotels and malls also pay for clean-up:   For example, a hotel chain in Maine recently documented that it spent from $4,000 to $15,000 per hotel each year cleaning up cigarette litter.
CIGARETTE MANUFACTURERS HAVE DONE LITTLE TO MITIGATE TOXIC TRASH

Cigarette manufacturers have undertaken only minimal efforts to inform their customers about the effects of toxic trash and the importance of preventing it.  Manufacturers have failed to undertake solutions such as:  anti-litter messages on packaging and advertisements, distribution of small, free portable ashtrays, or voluntary placement and maintenance of outdoor ashtrays in areas where smokers gather.

AB 1612 / SB 942 IS THE FIRST STEP TOWARD CONTAINING TOXIC TRASH!

AB 1612/ SB 942 Will Provide Funds to Educate Smokers:  Funds will be used to inform cigarette smokers and the public at large about the dangers of cigarette butt litter.  Smokers need to know that inappropriately discarded butts leach dangerous chemicals into our waterways, cause costly wild-fires, and are biohazards for small animals and children.
AB 1612/ SB 942 Will Provide Funds For Alternatives:  Funds will be used to provide alternate options for disposal such as encouraging and/or implementing the use of publicly accessible ashtrays and pocket-sized ash trays.
AB 1612/ SB 942 Will Provide Funds To Support Local Clean- Up Efforts:  Funds will be used to help local governments with clean-up efforts.  Local entities will receive support for activities such as implementing best management practices for dealing with storm-water and/or promoting community clean-up efforts.
Please support AB 1612/ SB 942 and the eradication of Toxic Trash . . . for our beaches, our hills, our water, our health and our children.
Sincerely,
<<Org rep./ Individual Signature>>
